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The notorious Highwayman J 


CONTAINING 


An Account of all the remarkable Robberies he 
committed before and fince his Return from 9 
Tranſportation; with the Manner in which he os. 
was apprehended, and his Behaviour during the 
Time he was under Sentence of Deaths 


Alſo an ACcounT of 
FIELD his Companion, = 3 


Who was tried at Kingſton in Surry, about Twelve 
Months ago, and hanged on Kennington-Common, © 


To which is added, 


A full Diſcription of the Impoſitions and Decep- 
tions practiced by Swindlets, Sharps, Gamblers, 
&c. in and about ** 
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F. ILL AM HAWKE, was- 3 at Ur- 


* M bridge, in the county of Middleſex, in 
2 * the year 1744, of honeſt, but poor and 
KIT induſtrious parents, who not being able 
to give him a trade, - he followed ſeveral different 
branches in order to get a livelihood in the coun- 


try, till the age of 16; but not thinking . himſelf. 

accompliſhed by living near his friends, muſt come 

to London (I:ke numbers of upguardes youths, who 
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not ; eciitent with a ' fulliciency at home. muſt riſk 
the hazard of the dye of fortune, and too often 
falls a ſacrafice to their own obſtinate folly !) ac- 
cordingly he ſet off, and came to this eny in the 
year 1791. 

A ſhort time after his b ho got acquainted 
with a jeweller, by which means he acquired a 
little knowledge in that branch; and, it he had 
not gave his mind over to bad company, he might 
have done very well; but vain, like many more, 
muſt immitate the Flaſh gentleman, as they term it, 
and being fond of their company, he ſoon found 
his income not ſufficient to ſupport his nightly 
meetings. 

He, therefore, ſoon after took lodgings in 
Leather-lane, Holborn; and by uſing a houſe re- 
ſorted by thoſe gentry, in the neighbourhood, got 
acquainted with Field, Milſom, and M Donald, 
three notorious highway men and houſebreakers, 
who ſeeing him a bold daring youth, did not let | 
him reſt *till they had brought him over to their 
wicked way of life, when they did ſeveral daring 
robberies, in and about the metropolis ; one in. 
particular they committed near Mother Red Cap's 
at Holloway, for which Milſom and M Donald 
were apprehended and tried at the Old Bailey; but 
no poſitive evidence appearing againſt Milſom, he 
was diſcharged, and his companion received ſen- 
tence of death, and was ſoon after executed. 

Hawke and Field reigned without much inter- 


ruption for three or four years after, until they 
Were 
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- were apprehended for a robbery, tried at the Old on 
Bailey, and both ſentenced to be tranſperted. . 
Soon after their trial, they with one Murphy, Hl: 


attempted to break our of a-place in Newgate 
called the Lower Ward, by means of a woman 
conveying into the priſon to them, two large iron 
crows, and many other implements, by which 
means they had almoſt affected their eſcape; but 
ſome very ſuſpicious circumſtances ariling from 
their behaviour, they were ſtrictly watched by 
the keepers, who detected them in the execution | 
of their deſign; in conſequence of which they _ ut 
were loaded with the heavieſt irons that could be | 
found in the priſon, and clo 10 confined in the me 
cells till the day they were put on board the cranſ- 1 
port veſſel at Black wall. 1 
Being in America not a year, 4 full of money, mt! 
they ſoon found means to get over to Ireland. 
where they committed a great unmber of the moſt” | | 
deſperate highway robberies that had ver been $474 
heard of in that kingdom, ſince Redmond O*Han- _ F 
lan's time; but at length, finding it impoſſible to „ 
remain any longer in that part, they determined 1 
to return to their native field of pleaſure, and ac- 145 
cordingly ſhipped themſelves and property, on (RAT 
board a veſſel bound for Park- gate, and, arrived V4 
in a few days after. =. Wh 
As ſoon as they got to Cheſter they purchaſed * | 
horſes, piſtols, hangers and faddle-bags, and fer 

out on the road leading to London, but they had 14 
not proceeded above fix miles before they overtook } 

the Cart rage of Richard Prinald,eJſq; they rode 
round 


(6:3 


round the coach three or four times before they 
ordered the driver to ſtop; Mr. Prinald let down 
the glaſs, and obſerved a piitol clapped to his 
breaſt, and another by Hawke exactly to his ear. 
The robbers continued filent for ſome time, when 
Mr. Prinnald having recovered from the ſudden 
fright, gave them a purſe containing thirteeen 
pounds : Hawke received the money, and having 
put it into his waiſtcoat pocket, ſaid, Sir 7 ſuppoſe 
you wear A watch? the gentleman declaring he 
had not one about him, they ene on their 
journey and left him. | 
Having ſold the horſes they bought at Cheſter, 
they purchaſed othegneceſlaries, and aſſuming the 
Arefſs of farmers, they directed their courſe to- 
. wards Northampton, where they remained a few 
gays; and having learnt that a capital perſon in 
that town was upon his return from London, 
where he had been to fell a large quantity of 
1 grain, the, ſet forwards in expectation of getting 
[1 a conſiderable booty, and ſtopped him near Dun- 
fable, when they robbed him of aboutr.ſix pounds, 
he having fortunately lodged the caſh he had 
received in the hands of a banker before he left 
ton. 
Nothing of note happened on their road to 
| town worthy notice; but as ſoon as they arrived, 
0 they found out their old companions, who all 
fpent {ſeveral days in merry-making, on the joyful 
meeting; they then determined to continue their 
old way y of life, and all promiſed to ſtand by wm 5 
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eher not to engage with any other of their own. 
occupation. 

Soo atter their return they were Joined by Ed 
ward Milſom; and theſe three were conſidered as 
the moſt bold and deſperate gang of highwaymens 
that had ever been in England. They ſeemed to 
have no fear of being apprehended, frequently 
robbing travellers in open day, and in the moſt 
populous roads about London. , 


Conſidering the great number of their fingu- 


larly daring offences, it is really amazing that the 
reigned ſo long the moſt fucceſsful, and at the 
fame time, the moſt incautious of their illegal pro- 
feſſion; for after committing any robbery, they 
would often adjourn to ſom: neighbouring ale- 
houſe or inn, and puplickly diſcourſe on the com- 
mon occurrences they had met with on the road, 

and the rout they meant to purſue the day follow. 
ing; and were ſo extremely communicative, that 
they ſeemed only deſirous to conceal the actual 
commiſſion of their crimes: beſides this, their 
perfons had been ſo minutely deſcribed, that had 
the officers of juſtice fallen into the ſame tract with 
them, they mult inevitably have been apprehended 
ſome time ago. | 
In July laſt, near Kenſington, they robbed Mr. 


Stuart of about ten pounds and his watch. A few 
day after Hawke left his companions at Brent- 
ford, and riding towards Hounſlow, met the cha- 


riot cf Mr. Chriſtie, the Auctioneer in Pall-Mall, 


within dy hundred yards of that town, and or- 


dered the aver to top: he then came to the ſide 
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of the carriage where Mr. n. ſat, and roh - 
bed him and his lady of a conſiderable ſum in 
money, and their watches, with which he rode off 
with great deliberation, and ſeemingly unconcern. 
Mr. Chriſtie perceiving bim to ride very leizurely 
along, had determined to purſue and endeavour 
to take them, but his lady, who had been exceſ- 
fively intimidated by the villain's threats, hearing 
this reſolution, fainted away, by which circum- 
ſtance he got clear off with his booty. 

Soon after Mr. Fox, oilman in Fleet-ſtreet, was 
robbed of ſome money on tho highway, and when 
the above men were before Sir John Fielding, the 
fervant to Mr. Fox, ſwore to the identity of the 
two, Hawke and Field. | 

About the latter end of July they ſtopped the 
Glouceſter ſtage, near Hilliaws, and robbed Mr. 
Boucher of about fourteen pounds in cath, and a 
gold watch; the gold watch was found 1 in Hawke's 

houſe, on Barnes Common. 
On Saturday, the 31ſt of July, in the evening 
Mr. Gill was robbed, of his money, by a highway- 
man, on Wimbledon-common, and when he came 
within a ſhort ſpace of Vauxhall Turnpike, his 
coach was again ſtopped, when Hawke and Mil- 
ſom waited at. a few yards diſtance, while Field 
pointed a piſtol to his breaſt and demanded his 
property. The gentleman ſaid his caſh had been 
taken away before, but delivered a draft on the 
caſhiers of the bank for fourteen pounds fourteen 
ſhillings, which the robber read, and then rebirn- 
ed it, at the ſame time n his watch. Mr. 
Gill 


* 


Gill endeavoured to hold him in converſation, ex- 
pecting that ſome paſſengers. might come up, but 
the villain perceiving his drift, threatned-to fire, | 


upon which the watch was delivered, and Field 
joined his comrades again and rode off. | 


A ſhorttime after the carriage of Mes. Howard, 1 


was ſtopped by three men, who robbed the lady 


of a valuable gold watch, which was afterwards 


found in Hawke's houſe, on Barne's Common, 
where another gold watch was found belonging 
to Mrs. Ferguſon, who was robbed much about 
the ſame time. 

On Monday the 2d of Auguſt, Mr. Mount 
amd ſon, was ſtopped near Kennington turnpike, 


by three men, who robbed: them of their watches 


and ſome money, and ſoon after followed the car- 
riage, and ſtopped it a iecond time, when the fel- 
lows ſearched both the gentlemen, and took from 
one of them a pair of gold ſtuds, which, upan the 
partition af their booty, fell to the ſhare of Field, 
who made a preſent of them to his wife. 

The day following this laſt robbery, theſe threy 
villains were apprehended by a party of Sir John 
Fielding's men, and conducted to the office in 
Bow-itreet, from whence notice was immediately 
iſpatched to the ſeveral parties who had lodged 
informations againſt them, to attend at their pub- 


lic examination, which Was pointed for the day 8 


following. 

The ſame day Field's wife was ſecured, and 
brought before the Bench for examination with 
her huſband, when one of the gold ſtuds, taken 

B from 
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from young Mr. Mount, found i in her poſſeſſion, 
was produced and ſwore to. Mrs. Field, with a 
| wiew to prevent the fact being proved againſt | 
her huſband, declared ſhe had them left her by a 
friend. Her declaration was tender towards her 
huſband, but his was ſtill more ſo; for he ſaid, 
On condition his wife ſhould be diſcharged, he 
„would confeſs where many valuable effects had 
<« been depoſited.” This propoſal was readily ac- 
cepted, and the Bench ordered about fourteen 
pounds Which had been found: upon her, to be 
immediately returned to her. Hawke was com- 
mitted to Tothill-Fields Bridewell, and the other 
wo to New Priſon, in order for ehaminatiou the: 
Following Wedneſday : But before the arrival of 
that period, Milſom and Field, by means of ſaws 
and other emplements, freed themſelves from 
their irons, and very nearly affected their eſcape, 
when their deſigns was diſcovered by the keepers, 
and happily fruſtrated. Field's wife was a ſecond 
A time apprehended. and charge 4 of conveying the 
| ſaws to her huſband; ſhe confeſſed the Rag, al- 
tedging, that in a matter on which her huſband's 
life depended, if her conduct was not juſtifiable, 
it was, at leaſt, excuſable in a wife to a huſband. 
The wives of Field and Milſom were ſiſtexs; 
and that as they were going in a hack ney coach 
to New Priſon, Mrs. Field unlaced her ſtays, and 
under them ſecreted the tools, which the deliver. 
ed to her huſband in the priſon. 
Mrs. Field had been formerly kept by 
Keeble, Eſq; and that pron Oe? in her 
behalf, 
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behalf, and ſpoke of her with great reſpect : he 
offered, upon condition that the ſhould not viſit 
her huſband, to become bound for her appeat- 
ance at the ſeſſions. She dropped on her knees, 
begging not to be kept from feeing him, faying, 
Be him what he will, he is my huſband !-—Ft was 
really a melancholly ſcene to ſee her in this ſitua- 
tion, as we find this to be but her ſecond appear- 
rance before juſtice, and his proceedings contrary 
to her repeated intreaties. Mr. Keeble, and her 
father-in-law, was bound for her appearance. 
They had been married exactly a month that 
day he was taken; ſhe was recommended by her 
own ſiſter, Milſom's wife, as a man that would 
make her happy; but the day after marriage, ſhe 
found him to be a Highwayman | From the ten- 
derneſs ſhe bore him, the was obliged to ſcreen his 
bad practices, and. endeavqured to perſuade him 
into a reputable way of life; but her efforts wete 
all in van; fo ſtrong was he attached to the in- 
famous courſe he had purſued, altho' ſhe aſſured 
him, her intereſt was ſufficient to procure him a 
place, that would require little attendance, and a 
Irandſome ſalary; but, he declared, that he had 
long expected, and did not deſire to avoid making 
his exit at Tyburn, or Kenningten Common. 
Field was tried at Kingſton in the county of 
Surry, about a year ago, for robbing on the high- 
way, received ſentence of death, and was executed 
on. Kennington Common. ＋ FIT 
Hefare he died, he declared he had took upwards 
of 20001. in mobey it fix' months time, beſides 
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watches, &c, but to ſhew himſelf the gentleman. 
went down to Newmarket meeting, and loſt up- 
wards of 1000]. according to the old ſaying, © Eaſy 
come, eaſy go tho in general they pay too dear 
for it in the long run, with the loſs of their life; 
and when too late, wiſh they had taken advice of 
their friend, which often proves fatal to their diſ- 
conſolate parents, and brings a diſgrace on the 
family; it is therefore hoped his untimely end will 
be a warning to every youth who reads this ac- 
count, to ſnun bad company, and not like theſe 
unhappy . wretches, cut off in the prime of life, 
loaded with weighty irons, and confmed in a dun- 

eon, that when the fatal hour is come, they are 
Kardly allowed time to take the Taft farwel of their 
moſt deareſt friends! But to retnin tothe ſubject; 


_ Malſom's wife was alſo apprehended, and brought. 
to the bar, but he pleaded with great carneſtneſs 
for her diſcharge, and wept much at the thoughts 
of her being lookedon as a thief ; as to himſelf 
he would freely ſuffer the rigour of the law, but 
begged ſome compaſſion;might be [ſhewn to an 
innocent woman. B 


3 


Several others appeared againſt them, and in 
Particular ſome publicans, where they ffopped the 
nights of the different robbries being committed, 
and the ſeveral names before- mentioned, with 
others, was bound over to proſecuſſſe. 
Theſe unfortunate: wretches were apprehended 
by the'treatchery of one Levi, a Jew, with whom 
they had had ſeveral capital dealings ok” 

; "0 


1 
ab other things of value; but this wicked peſt 


to ſociety, thinkin they could not reign much 
longer, and after he had made ſome thouſands 


by them at the hazard of their lives, went to Str 


John Fielding's, and give information where 
might be met with, and the hour, he Raving | 
their company ſome hours before. 

About es middle of A „Hawke made 


his eſcape from Tothill Fields Priſon, and one of . 


the turnkeys, not yet taken: he contracted an in- 


timacy with the detect Wm. Cox, of whom he 


robbed of fix guineas, by pulling his 'breeckes from 
under his head in the night before he made his 
eſcape from priſon. _ 
After his being at large, he EN? Mr. Byde, 
the banker, and robbed: + him of his money and 
a ſilver watch of his ſervants, he having: left his 
gold watch in London. 

He attacked Mr. ere near Tybura turn- 
pike, and demanded his property; the —.— 
gave! him a half guinea, i illings in filver, and 


à ſilver watch: but this being =, booty, much in- 


ferior to his expectations, he ſeemed greatly diſ- 
appointed, and oblige Mr. Lamotte to turn all 
his pockets inſide out, and finding no more mo- 
* damn'd the poſtillion, and bid him drive on. 
ah few evenings after, the chatriot of 
nce, Efq; was ſtopped by three footpads on 

> Common; but the coachman driving 
on ſmartly, left the villains about three hundred 


N behind, but Hawke being on the c m- 
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mas, ftopped it again, and robbed the gentle- 


man of three guineas. 


In September laſt, as Mr. Ladbroke 1 was going 


to Longford, he rade up to his carriage near that 
place, and preſenting a piſtol to the driver, and 
ordered him to ſtop; upon which Mr. Ladbroke 


ſhifted fifty guineas from his breeches to his Aide. 


coat pocket, and gave him abont three pounds, 


and he proceed on further. 


Soon after he robbed Mr. Ward, of a conſidex- 


able ſum of money, and though Mr. Ward, con- 


verſed with. him for near ten minutes, he could 
not, on his public examination, ſwear to him to 
be the man that robbed him. 

He alſo robbed Mr. Mackey, and Mr. Walter 
gras robbed about the ſame time, of four guineas, 
&e verily believed Hawke to be the thief, yer. he 

lid not chuſe to ſwear to him. 

About ſix months ago, he ſtopped the York 
Ay, upon Finchley Common, and robbed the paſ- 
ſengers of a conſiderable booty; and finding a 
bottle of brandy, and ſome cold fowl in the coach, 
he eat and drank heartily ; he then rode after four 
quakers on horſeback, whom he robbed of their 
watches, and about ſeventy pounds 1 in Caſh. | 

He ſtopped the chaiſe of. Mrs. Leroux, and ber 


daughter; he robbed the old lady, but the young 
lady being exceſſively intimidated, fainted away.; 


however, upon her recovery ſhe called him back, 
and delivered what money, ſhe bad in her. pocket, 
amounting to about fourteen ſhillings. . 


In October he robbed Theophilus 5 Rocbottorn, 
Eſq; 


* ws Yy 


Eſq; it: his chaiſe near Wandſworth, of baut 


four pounds and his watch. 

Soon after he ſtopped a le and Gn at 
Kenſington gravel pits, with four ladies of eaſy 
virtue in it; they ſeemed unwilling to part with 
their money, as they were acquainted befbre, but 
he told them there muſt be no delay i in buſineſs, 
and took from them thirteen guibeas and ſome 
ſilver, one. gold and three metal watches, their 
rings, lockets, car rings, &c. ard rode off highly 
pleaſed with the adventure; but though he 
proved the hero of the field for that time, he 
was glad to go next evening to ſee them at 
Ms, where he returned each of them their 

property, treated them with a handſome ſupper, 
and left as drunk as heroines. 

A few months ago, near Uzbeidamy he accolt- 
ed a countryman, who gave an account of hav- 


ing juſt before been robbed of about nineteen 


ſhillings by two footpads : he bid him mount 
behind him, which being complied with, they. 

urſued and overtook the fellows, who our hero 
robbed of above five pouuds, out of which he 
gave the countryman his money and kept the 
remainder. 

About the ſame time he ſtopped Mr. Peally, 
of Little Chelſea, near Kenſington, and demand- 
ed his money, which Mr. Peaſley poſitively in- 
ſifted upon having; an altercation enſued, which 
was terminated by Hawke producing a piſtol, at 
ſight of which Mr. Peaſley took from the pock- 
et of bis chaiſe aber of the ſame kind, and 
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41 
Nantly diſcharged it, but the barrel burſting 
right hand: Hawke was fo much the gentleman 


not to take the advantage, but took a white- 


handkerchief from his pocket, and with great 
care and ſeeming tenderneſs tied up his hand, 
and ordered the coachman to drive immediately 
to a furgeon's that lived in the neighbourhood. | 
As there was ſomething very remarkable in 


the mariner of the offender being apprehend- 


ed, for he cauſed a report to be circulated that 


he was in France, in the- utmoſt indigent cir- 


cumſtances, which was the means he ſo long 
efcaped, we ihall inſert a circumſtantial ac- 
count of that tranſaction as tated by Meſſrs. 


Bond and, Smith, two of Sir John Fieldings 


mW. 

It was ſome time before they had any reaſon 
to ſuſpect but that he was actually in France, 
but number of informations being lodged at 


the office in Bow-ſtreet, in rapid ſucceſſion, and 


the deſcription of the offender perfectly correſ- 
ponded with the perſon of Hawke; he having 
detached himſelf from his former companions, 
and lived in a very recluſe manner, as the bet- 
wer able to elude the fearch of his purſuers. 
Mr. Smith, governor of Tothill- fields bride- 
well, hearing that Hawke's wife had been ſeen at 


Uxbridge immediately ſet out for that place, 
where he learnt the number of the coach that 


Mrs. Hawke was conveyed ſn. Upon his re- 


turn to London, he found that the vehicle be- 


longed to a ſtable keeper near Hatton- Garden: 


and 


took bis thumb and the two firſt fingers of the! 
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and having procured the aſſiſtance of Mr. Bond, 
went to the yard, and enquired for the driver, 
whom they queſtioned. pretty cloſely reſpecting 
Hawke's. retreat, and found, from the nature of 
his replies, that he fully conceived their intenti - 
ons; it therefore became neceſſary to intice the 
man from his own heighbourhood, that he miglit 
not by ſame ſtratagem occaſion intelligence to be 
conveyed to the object of their ſearch, and by 
that means fruſtrate their whole plan; With this 


view they prevailed upon him to accompany them 


to a public houſe at Hockley in the Hole; and 


there by perſuaſion and threatening to exerciſe 


their authority, learnt that Hawke had a lodging 
at No. 2, in Roſe and Crown Court in 5hoe-L ane. 
They then diſpatched a meſſenger for further aſſi- 
ſtance, and the coachman becoming more com- 
municative, informed them of ſeveral material 


circumſtances relating to Hawke; particularly 


giving a diſcription of the highway man's horſe; 


mentioning ſeveral times hen he had been out 
upon the animal, which ſtood in the fame yard 
with his coach; and ſaying, that he believed him 
to be at that time at home and in bed. FD. 
When ſome others who had been ſent for ar- 
rived, they went to the Red Hart in Shoe Lane, 


where the attack was planned. Bond and 


Smith, leaving ſome others at the end of the 
court, went to the houſe which the coachman had 
directed them to, and having looked into the 
lower apartments, heard the latch of the ſtreet 
door go, when they concealed themſelves in a 
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room upon the firſt floor: Bond followed a wo- 
man into the front room on the ſecond ſtory, 
where ſeeing Hawke dozing on the bed, he in- 
ſtantly ſprang forwards, and threw himſelf acroſs 
him, and exerting his whole ſtrength, with great 
difficulty kept him down, and prevented him 
_ catching up a loaded horſe piſtol, which lay by 
his ſide; after a ſevere ſtruggle of a few minutes, 
Smith came into the room, and ſeeing the high 
wayman's hand within about two inches of ano- 
ther piſtol he ſnatched it up and probably pre- 
ſerved the life of his companion; for at this time 
the ſheet being twiſted about partof Bond's head, 
His antagoniſt ſeemed to have ſome advantage in 
the conteſt ; But at laſt he was ſubdued, and as 
ſoon as he recovered ſufficient breath to ſpeak, he 
cried to his wife, © d---n you madam, where were 
you alt this time?“ The poor woman was not a- 
ble to ſpeak, but her ſighs and tears evinced how 
deeply ſhe was affected at her huſband's fate : he 
did not give up the conteſt tilt he found his ſtrength 
greatly inferior to'that of his apponents. After 
he had been ſecured, he declared, that they mighe 
think themſelves very happy in having eſcaped his 
vengence; for, if they had not acted with uncom- 
mon degree of prudent courage, he would have 
blown them to atoms: but ſoon after being put 
into the coach-in order to be conveyed to Sir John 
Fielding's, he faid he was glad no miſchief had 
happened. 3 
He was publicly examined at the office in Bow- . 
greet, when ſeveral of the perſons mentioned > 
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the proceetling pages appeared againſt, and were 


bound over to proſecute and give evidence. 
To give an account of the Heveral charges ex- 
hibited againſt him, would be little more than 
what has been already ſaid ; we ſhall therefore 
confine ourſelves to the circumftances-of Hawke's 
attack upon Mr. Hart and Capt. Cunningham, in 
the exact order as they were recited by the firſt- 
mentioned gentleman, on his trial at the Old 


Bailey, when he was ordered for execution, with 


two others, on Friday the iſt ef July, 1774, at 
Tyburn. 

He was firſt tried on an indictment for robbing 
Mr. Croucher, in the Glouceſter ſtage, of a gold 
watch, which was found in Hawke's houſe ; but 
Mr. Croncher not chufing to {wear poſitively to 
bim, he was acquitted. 

He was a ſecond time indicted for robbing Mr, 
Hart, &c. of one ſhilling, and ſixpence and ſeven 
halfpence in money, before Sir James Eyre, Kt. 
and the Middleſex Jury. 


- | Charles Hart. ] 
Q: What are you? 
Hart. A gentleman; I live in May's Buildings: 


On the 28th of laſt March, between the hours of 


nine and ten in the evening, Capt. Ounningham, 
and myſelf were ſtopped in a coach near the Half- 
way-houſe leading from Knightſbridge to Walham 
Green, by one man en horſeback ; he ſaid to the 
coachman, God d your blood flop op, or I'll blow 


Your brains out ! upon which J let the glaſs _—_ 
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and he clapped a piſtol to my breaſt, and demapd- 
ed my money; I had one ſhilling and ſixpence 
and {ome halipence looſe in my waiſtcqat pocket; 
I gave him that; I had half a guinea in my fob, 


* 


rr 


which I preſerved : he ſaid to me, God dn yon, 


da you give nothing but halfpence ? I told him it was 
all I had, and defired him to take the piſtol from 


my breaſt In the interim Capt. Cunningham 


was moving a pocket book from his right hand 
waiſt coat pocket, into his ieft hand breeches poc- 
ket, in which were bank notes ro the amount of 
between four and five hundred pounds; he had 
near twenty-ſeven guineas in his breeches pocket, 
but being in liquor he refuſed being robbed; the 
priſoner obſerved the pocket book, and took the 


piſtol from my breaſt, and ſaid; God d- n you, 
give me your pocket book ; he replied, he would not 


give it him: the priſoner ſaid, God d---n you, 1 4 
fire upon you immediately ! Capt. Cunningham told 
him to fire and be d. n; he did fire within four 
inches of my head, and made à kind of contuſion, 
on Capt. Cunningham's left arm, but got nothing 
from him, his horſe leaped from the coach door, 


and I obſerved him feeling for another piſtol z I 


openeci the opoſite door, jumped out, and aſſiſted 
Capt. Cunningham out: the coachman ſaid to 
hin, Sir, fog God's ſake don't ſhoot my horſes; 
he replied, - No, vcur are an honeſt fellow, I Hall 
know you again, and he read the number of his 

ST” EE TEE 
Q. What did he read it loud? 


Hart. 


( 22 ) 
Hart. Yes, he ſpoke it loud; he aſked the 


coachman whether there were any pockets in his 
coach, the man replied there was; he got off and 
| ſearched the coach; Capt. Cunningham beat his 
horſe, and d---n him for a ſcoundrel; when he 


was off the horſe he had a ſecond. piſtol in his 


hand | believe from the ſhortneſs of it, and which 
he held preſented to me, and ſwore, if 7 came 
near him he wald blow my brains out; I was then a- 
bout five yards from him. 

9, Could you diſtinguiſh the piſtol? 23 

Hart. Yes, it was a fine moon fight night. I 
muſt confeſs I was not very fond of going very 
near him; he got upon his horſe again; Capt. 
Cunningham kept beating his horſe with a little 
ſwiſh ; £ priſoner pulled the trigger of the ſecond 


arg at his head, within the diſtance of ſomething 


eſs than a yard, and it miſſed fire; I threw a 


Rane at him on its miſſing fire, and he rode im- 
mediately to town. He was taken a fornight or 


three weeks after; I faw him the day he was 


taken. 
2. Had you ever ſeen him before he robbed 
you ? 
Hart. No. 
What hour was it? 


art. Between nine and ten; the Foo was 


near the full; it was very light. 
2, Are you fure the priſoner is the man? _ 
Hart. I am certain of it; he was ſix or ſeven 
minutes with us from the firſt ſtopping of the 


cgach. 
9. Could 
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9. Could you diſtinguiſh his perſon ? 

 #Tart. Yes, quite clear. 

'9. Could you diſtinguiſh his dreſs ? 

Hart. Yes, as near as I can charge my memory, 
the coat he has on now, with a waiſtcoat of the 
fame, a hat flapped, with his hair hanging looſe 
5 about his ears. I faw the horſe afterwards, but 
j could not ſwear to its identity; it appeared to be 

a dark one. 
9. Did he hold the horſe by the bridle while 
7 he was in the coach ? 
in 4 Hart. Yes, Capt. Cunningham was Wiking the 
1 horſe all the time; he ſtruck the priſoner after he 
was upon the horſe. 
I ſhould ſuppoſe from your account of 
Capt. Cunningham's behaviour he muſt be much 
in liquor? 
. Hart. He was exceſſively. 
| BY Q: How came you not to draw the Captain off 
: from provoking him? 
Hart. He was nearer than I was. 
2: Lou are ſure this is the man? 
Han es. 
2: What is become of the Captain? 

Hart. He embarked on the 15th of April for 
his regimMt in Ireland: the coachman attended 
at Sir John Fielding's, but could not ſay nothing 
to the identity of the priſoner. 

George Smith. J apprehended the priſoner; T 
had an information where I ſhould find him; 1 


ent to his lodging and found him a- bed, — 
ve 


4 \ 
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five piſtols and a cutlaſs lying in a chair by the 
bed fide : there were two watches and other mat- 
ters that are in other indictments. - 
„„ D.. 
I am innocent of this affair; I leave myſelf en- 
tirely to the mercy of this honourable Court. I 


have been guilty of affairs of the kind, but am 


innocent of this. I am a jeweller by trade: I am 
ewenty-three years old: 1 have a wife and two 
{mall children. 

Guilty, Death. 

When the Foreman of the jury pronounced the 
fatal verdict, he ſeemed ſtruck with horror; and, 
while the effuſions of his grief burft from his eyes, 
in a low tremulous voice, pathetically expreſſive 
of the agitated ſtate of his mind, he endeavoured 
ro move the compaſſion of the court, and ſucceed- 
ed ſo far, as to draw a ſympathiſing tear from e- 
very ſpectator. 

The idea of eternity ſtruck him with great force, 


and when he was taken from the bar, his general 


deportment was highly expreffive of greef, terror, 
and repentance: an univerſal langour ſcemed to 
prevade his whole frame; his arms drbpped, his 
eyes were frequently caſt towards heaven; and, 
there was ſomething in his countenance that ſtrong⸗ 
ly indicated a deſire to conceal the motions of his 
mind, and give vent in private, to the Paſſion la- 
bouring at his heart. 

Upon hearing judgment of death pronounced, 


he experienced all thoſe diſtreſſing ſenſations of 
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foul which ſo ſhockingly alarming a ſentence could 
give birth to. He pleaded with great earneſtneſs 
for mercy, urging the pitiable ſituation to which 
. His cataſtrophe would reduce an amiable wife and 
Hale two young innocents. 5 
His behaviour to his wife, who viſits him fre- 
quently, is remarkably tender; and he with great 
earneſtneſs, cautions her againſt continuing of 
| thoſe dangerous connections to which he unhap- 
1 pily introduced her. Rs 
i j - In the preſs yard, he frequently joins in conver- 
1 ſations with his fellow priſoners, but never be- 
15 comes a party in their indecent mirth: and has 
been often heard to reprimand them for their looſe 
converſation, and indeed never fails to check every 
cendency to immortality. | 
When the hour of admitting viſitors to the Preſs 
. Yard is paſſed, he immediately retires to his Cell, 
where his time is employed in the moſt becoming 
117 manner; reading religious books, and ſerious in 
1 | meditation on the fate he is to meet. 
He candidly acknowledges the enormity of his 
offences, and declares himſelf wholly reſigned to 
the ſentence of the law againſt him. 
May the example of this unhappy man be an 
inſtructive leſſon to our readers, to avoid the al- 
lurements of vice, whoſe end is bitterneſs !---And 
may his conduct in this his hour of ſorrow, excite 
in his miſerable companions in iniquity, a con- 
ſciouſneſs of its enormity, and to turn to the paths 
ef virtue, while it is yet in their power. 
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Prayers with the Ordinary in a folemnand ſtriking 


( 25 ) 
On Friday the iſt of July, 1774, about eight 
o'clock in the morning, the ſheriff, with the pro- 
per officers, attended at Newgate and demanded 
the bodies of Hawke and Jones, (the other being 
reſpited who were immediately brought into the 
Preſs-Vard, and had their irons kfock'd off; 


having both attending divine ſervice in the 
morning, they were put into a cart, and proceeded 


to the place of execution, accompanied by the 
Ordinary of Newgate, and a'numerours fight of 
ſpectators. Their behaviour was very becoming 
their fatal ſentence, and fervently joined in prayer, 
acknowledging the number of robberies he com- 
mitted, and praying for forgiveneſs of the Al- 


mighty and his proſecutors. They arrived at 


Tyburn about half after ten, who after joining in 


manner, and raking a ſecond farwel of his friends, 
they was turn'd off about eleven, in the preſence 


- 


of twenty thouſand ſpectators. 


Before he ſuffered, he made a friend take the 


ſilver buckles out of his ſhoes, and Kicked them 


off, aſſuming that vain glory, as we ſuppoſe, of 
not dying with his ſhoes om. Heexorted the peo- 
ple to take warning at his unhappy fate, eſpecially 
youths who wete too. fond of company and 
gaming. „ © Oe On 
After hanging the uſual time, their bodies was 
cut down and given to their friends for intar- 
ment; and the body of Hawke was carried to 


_ Uxbridge and there buried the Tueſday following. 


THE END, 
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Who died in Newgate, May 14th, 1774. 


THE cafe of Watkinſon, which has fo 
long engroſſed the attention of the town, 

. ſeems to be perfectly conſiſtent with our 
plan: and we ſhall introduce our diſcourſe with 


an account of his moſt. remarkable frauds, under 


2 ſuppoſition, that by reciting them, many re- 
p*titions may be avoided which mg otherwiſe 
occur, in depicting the characters of ſame equally 
notorious villains, who are now practiſing fchemes 
of deſtruction upon the unwary and inexperien- 
. | po 
Watkinſon cauſed advertiſements to be inſerted 


in the different papers, intimating, that the ad- 


vertiſer had money to any amount, ready to ad- 


vance on bond and other ſecurity. In conſequence 
of this, Mr. Robinſon, of Hatton-Garden, met 
him at the London Coffee-houſe, agreeable to the 


direction in the advertiſement. Here the terms 


of the intended buſineſs were adjuſted, and a Jo 
cond 


applied for the remaining ſum, but finding hi 
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cond meeting appointed for the next day; when 
Mr. Robinſon. produced two bills of exchange, 


which he was deſirous of having diſcounted ; one 
was for five hundred, and the other for three hun- 
dred pounds, both payable at two months after 
date . theſe bills were given, to Watkinſon, Who 
pretended that a collateral fecurity was neceſſary, 


and therefore, propoſed that a bond ſhould be gi- 


ven for the ſame amount as the bills, with a de- 


feaſance on the back, purporting, that the ſaid 
bond ſhould become void, providing the bills 


were paid in due time. The drift of this arti- 


ice not being in the leaſt ſuſpected by Mr. Ro- 
binſon, he immediately agreed to the propoſal, 


and Watkinſon produced an inſtrument which 


was executed by the parties. The Swindler then 


gave a draft on a banker for two hundred and 
fifty pounds, and as ſoon as the money was re- 
ceived, borrowed thirty pounds of it on ſome _ 
Jpecious pretext, promiſing the balance of five 
hundred and eighty pounds in a ſew days. 
Mr. Robinſon, after ſome days bed HO 
m- 
ſelf trifled with in a very ſtrange manner, at length 
became greatly alarmed :—but how much was 
his ſurprize aggravated at finding an execution in 
his houſe, for the enormous ſum of eigheeen hun- 
dred and fifty- five pounds! add this extraordi- 
nary meaſure was no ſooner put in force againſt 
him, than he was arreſted for three hundred and 
fitty five pounds more; the villain having added 
fifty. five pounds to the bill for the — — 
| PE g Alter 
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altered the date ſo as to make it appear payable i in 
one month inſtead of two, in order to give an 


apparant juſtification to the arreſt. 
Inſtead of a bond, Whatkinſon vrovidhe 's 


Warrant of attorney, on the blank half ſheet of 
Which the defeaſance was written, and not as de- 


feaſances ought to be, on the back of the printed 
page; 19 that by dri the ſheet, he became 
poſſeſſed of an abſolute al unconditional warrant 
of attomey; and having crazed the original ſum 
ſpecified in the inſtrument, made it appear to have 
been drawn for the oboye-mentioned ſum of eigh- 
teen hundred and fifty-five pounds ; ſo that for 
the ſum of two and twento pounds ; the gentle- 


man was reduced to the neceſſity of either paying 


twenty-two hundred and ten pounds, or indictin 
the villian for the frauds and forgeries ; he choſe 
the latter mode of Sy and, many hey 
complaints of a ſimiler nature being lodged againſt 


Him, he was apprehended and brought before the 


Bench of Juſtices in Bow-ſtreet, on Wedneſday ü 
the 23d of March, 1774. 
The examination reſpecting Mr. Robinſon's 
affair being over, and that gentleman bound to 
proſecute, Mr. De Beuille informed the Bench, 
that he had applied to the priſoner for the loan of 
five hundred pounds for the uſe of his brother-in- 
law, who was under age; and that he promiſed 
to advance the required ſum on condition that he 
(De Beuille) would give his note for the ſame: 
This being agreed to, they had ſeveral meetings 


"at different cofftee-houſes, and at length, E * 
ing 
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king uſe of the ſame plea he had before done to 
Mr. Robinſon, he got poſſeſſion of De Beuille's 
note to the amount of ſix hundred and fifty-five 
ounds ten ſhillings, beſides a warrant of attorney 
for double the fum ; ſo that he was rendered li- 
able tothe payment of thirteen hundred and elev en 


pounds, without having received a e ker 
thing. f 


A diverſity of other 1 and forgeries in mat- 


ters relative to the advancement of money ere 


proved againſt him, but as the circumſtances at- 
tended - them, -were in every inſtance fimilar to 
thoſe mentioned in the above caſes, we thall omit 
inſerting them. 
Mr. Hanforth produced: à bill which had been 
aid him by the priſoner, the acceptance and in- 
dorſement of which evidently appeared to have 
been forged. Several other bills, with forged ac- 
ceptances and indorſements, which he had got diſ- 
counted, were alſo brought in evidence againſt 
him, and a great number of perſons were bound 


over to proſecute. 
Many others who had been defrauded of capi- 


tal ſums by this accompliſhed villain, would not 
appear againſt him, fearing that making a public 


avowal of the exigencies that occaſioned them to 
take notice of his advertiſement, might induce 


ſome perſons to ſuſpect their circumſtances ta be 


upon the decline. And we apprehend, that it is 
in a great meaſure owning to this delicacy in re- 
gard to the credit of commercial people that the 
ſwindling gentry are fo ſeldom brought before the 
tribunal of Pao juſtice, 


During 
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During the examination of Watkinſon, he be- 
haved with an uncommon degree of effrontery, 
and his conduct was in every reſpect deſerving the 
fevereſt reprehenſion. | 

Being afked, if among what was taken from him 
when he was apprehended, there was any thing ke 
ticularly defired to have returned, he ſaid, he 
inſiſted upon the wHoLE being returned; but be- 


ing told by Sir J. Fielding, that many papers being 


cosnſidered as matters ot evidence could not be 
given up, he in a very affronting manner declared, 
that he would proſecute any perſon that ſhould 
dare to with-hold his property, alledging that his 
proceedings had been fair, open, and honeſt, and 
that he could prove them ſo to the world. 
He behaved in the moſt groſsly abuſive man- 
yer to the juſtices, and inſiſted upon being either 
immediately discharged, or fully committed, that 
he might not have the HAM of being brought 


again to Bow-ftreet, to be made a shE of to a- 


bove ad hundred ſtaring people. Sir John, ob- 


ſerved, that he had more reaſon to be aſhamed af 


the offences charged againſt him, than of an- 
ſwering for them in a legal manner. But at length 
his language became too ſcurrilous to be diſpenſed 
with, and he was ordered to be taken from the 


bar, and conveyed to Newgate in order for trial. 


During his reſidence in that priſon he enter- 
tained a flattering notion of being acquitted on his 
trial; but, conſidering the number of capital of- 
fences poſitively proved againſt him, it is really 
aſtoniſhing to think how he could conceive ſo 


ftrange an idea. Es ge” 
Before he had been confined many weeks in 
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Newgate, he was ſeized with a fever, which- on. 


Saturday the 14th of May laſt, put a period co his 
exiſtence. But we are happy it is in our power 
to ſay, that he became ſenſible of his approaching 
diſſolution, and behaved with great penitence and 
reſignation. Me | 
The account I am going to lay before the pub- 
lic, I hope will be of infinite ſervice to thoſe in 
town and country ;—There is a ſort of gentry, 
whom ] call ſharps, that reſort moſt of the prin- 
cipal parts of town; one of them is dreſt hke a 
countryman, with boots and ſpurs on, with either 
a whip or ſwitch in his hand ; and when he meets 
a countryman, or any one he thinks will ſuit his 
purpofe ; he accoſts him with © How do'ye do? 
« ] think I ſhould know ſomething of your face.” 
and by diſcourſing, get out what countryman he 


is; and as they are well acquainted with the 


country in general, invites the ſtranger to a public 
houſe, where they have a private room: the other 
two of his companions. are on oppoſie ſide, and 
follow them a little behind ; when they enter the 
room, one of them paſſes for a ſquire, and ſeem- 
ingly drunk, pulling out a large purſe of counter- 
feit guineas, and throws them ot --Hle, and 
calls for a ſhillings worth of py,” . he, or his 
companion, offers the liquor to the ſtrangers, and 
when it's out, the ſquire offers to roſs-up with the 
ſtrangers for another bow], but they moſtly prefer 


huſſel under a hat with three halfpence, and lets 


the countryman's partner beat him. By this time 
they generally find out what money he has got, 
then the ſquireoffers to huſſel for money; the coun- 
try man's friend preſuades him to go his halves, 
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for he is ſure of winning; the ſquire looſes once, 
or twice, and then offers to play for treble the 
ſum; if the ſtranger's money is gone, his friend, 
as he thinks, perſundes him to lay his wateh, for 
this time he is ſure to win all his money back. 
When they have ſtript him of all they can, the 
_ fquire and his companion walks off, leaving the 
ſttranger and the other by themſelves; he ſoon 


after takes him out of the public houſe ſome bye- 
way, and then gives him the lip, leaving him diſ- 
titute of either friends or money, while this villain 
goes to meet his companions to devide the ſpoil: 
There is another fort of much the ſame kind, 
About the invirons of London, that uſe public 
houſes, where there are ſkittle- grounds or nine- 
mos and if any ſtrangers be concerned in playing, 

IEy in general fleece them out of what he has got, 
by laying bets againſt each others goes, and whe 
ever the ſtranger backs, he is ſure to be let in; for 


2 


Another ſort of people I will give an account” 


* 


of, «but they are not ſo dangerous as the others, 
for they get but one- third for their money, and 


chat is Duffers; which generally plyes at Fleet- 


market, a. the foot of London and Weſtmin- 


ſter bridges, ànct other public places, with a great 
coat on, and will ſtop ſtrangers under a pretence 


of having India ſilks and other goods to diſpoſe of 


very cheap, whereby the deluded purchaſer is too 
apt to believe they are run, and that they have 


bought a bargain; bvt when they come to examin 
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